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John Gamble pauses for a moment after a chilly cross-country ski in Gold Bar Park yesterday afternoon. Only a handful of skiers 
braved the cold-snap to ski the park's trails - and Edmontonians can expect the deep-freeze to last into the middle of the week. 

Drivers put on Ice 

Weekend weather creates 'absolute chaos' 


Driver killed In 
collision with 
Via Rail train 

fatality A train-car wreck 
at a rural rail crossing 
west of Edmonton took 
the life of a man Sunday 
evening. 

The driver and lone oc¬ 
cupant of the vehicle was 
killed by a Via Rail train 
when the car was struck at 
a level rail crossing near 
the Galloway/Edson area, 
about 230 kilometres west 
of Edmonton. 

It took some time for 
the vehicle and victim to 
be extricated from the 
wreck. 

The train, called The 
Canadian, was scheduled 
to be two hours and 20 
minutes late for a Vancou¬ 
ver arrival. The victim was 
taken to hospital, but later 
died from his injuries. 
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up his game 



Invading 
NASA's space 


/£D 

VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


Freezing temperatures put 
an Icy stranglehold on Al¬ 
berta this weekend, leav¬ 
ing many motorists 
stranded. 

Temperatures in the cap¬ 
ital region dropped to 
-29 C Saturday night, with 
an unbearable wind chill 
biting skin at -39 C. 

Local towing company 
Auto Rescue more than dou¬ 
bled its staff over the week¬ 
end, and was backed up for 
more than six hours. 


The biggest problem, 
said employee Anita Wick, 
is when people let their en¬ 
gines run after starting re¬ 
motely. A remotely started 
vehicle doesn’t use the en¬ 
gine’s alternator, and 
drains the battery. 

“It’s been absolute 
chaos,” she said. 

Alberta Motor Associa¬ 
tion tow-truclc drivers and 
operators were working at 
a marathon pace through 
the weekend, chipping 
away at a mile-long list of 
stranded on-hold callers, 
left with inoperable, 
frozen vehicles. 


“A lot of people forget to 
plug in their vehicles,” said 
AMA spokeswoman Carole 
Stevenson-Roy. 

“Plugging your car in for 
two to three hours can 
avoid a boost.” 

The AMA sells block- 
heater testing kits at their 
Edmonton offices, which 
can help avoid potential 
headaches, she said. 

Those who were locked 
out of their cars or needed 
a boost waited four to six 
hours. Those needing tows 
waited more than eight 
hours, Stevenson-Roy said. 

Thankfully, frozen vehi- 


for motorists 

cles were the main con¬ 
cern for Edmontonians 
over the weekend: Both 
the Misericordia and Royal 
Alexandra Hospitals’ emer¬ 
gency sections reported 
low instances of weather- 
related health problems. 

According to Environ¬ 
ment Canada, tempera¬ 
tures will rise today, but 
only slightly, with a low of 
-26 C and a wind chill of 
-33 C. 

Tomorrow, a low of -21 C 
is expected. Things won’t 
improve much by Wednes¬ 
day, when a low of -19 C is 
expected. 


Police, 
armed 
man in 
standoff 

VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


Residents of a northwest 
neighbourhood kept to 
their basements yesterday 
morning, after police 
warned them bullets could 
fly from the home of a 
man who was holed up in¬ 
side with a gun. 

Around 10 p.m. 

Saturday, officers rushed 
to a home on 158A Avenue 
and 140 Street, with a re¬ 
port of a distraught, 
armed man. 

After his wife and two- 
year-old daughter fled the 
home, police tried to nego¬ 
tiate with the man, report¬ 
edly a 36-year-old military 
member. 

For their own safety, 
neighbours were warned 
one-by-one to stay in their 
basements, while negotia¬ 
tors tried to reason with 
the man. 

With tactical unit 
officers on standby, police 
were able to make contact 
with the man by phone. 

Around 2 a.m., the man 
gave up peacefully and 
quietly, and came out of 
the home, surrendering 
his weapons. 

Officers searched the 
home, on a tip that there 
were more weapons locat¬ 
ed throughout. 

Charges are currently 
pending against the man. 
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Steinke sentencing to be announced today 

Jeremy Steinke, who faces an automatic life sentence with no parole eligibility for 25 years, will be officially sentenced today in Medicine Hat. 
Steinke was found guilty of three counts of first-degree murder at his trial in Calgary after less than a day of jury deliberations, metro edmonton 
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Alberta babies to be born into SIN 

Alberta parents of newborn babies can now fill out a single application form to both register 
their child’s birth and to apply for their child’s social insurance number. After the birth regis¬ 
tration form is completed, the information will be sent electronically to Service Canada 
where an SIN will be issued within 15 business days at no cost to parents, says Service Alber¬ 
ta Minister Heather Klimchuck. The provincial government says it receives 50,000 birth regis¬ 
trations each year. metro edmonton 


Liberals should 
stay centre: Prof 



jeff.cummings(§metronews.ca 


Alberta’s new Liberal 
leader will have to focus 
on keeping the party from 
shifting too left in order to 
woo voters away from 
picking a Conserva¬ 
tive party that has 
had a strong grip in 
the province for 
decades, says a po¬ 
litical analyst. 

David Swann, a 
Calgary doctor and a 
former medical 
health officer from 
Medicine Hat, was 
announced as the new 
leader for the financially 
strapped party Saturday 
night, replacing Kevin Taft. 

The overwhelming ma¬ 
jority of the party support¬ 
ers who chose Swann as 
their leader want the Liber¬ 
als to focus their attention 
on Alberta’s changing 
health-care system, along 
with plans to green up the 
environment, says Chal¬ 


deans Mensah, a political 
scientist at Grant MacE- 
wan. 

“However, Swann him¬ 
self has recognized that it’s 
very important to main¬ 
tain a centrist stance in try¬ 
ing to bring all people 
from all over the electorate 
into the party,” said 
Mensah. 

Mensah says the 
party needs to make 
“sustained growth” 
in order show any 
challenge to the To¬ 
ries. 

In recent years, a 
few provincial rid¬ 
ings in Calgary have 
slowly turned Liberal red 
in a city that has historical¬ 
ly been Tory blue. 

Mensah says Swann 
needs to keep the Liberals 
from turning too left if he 
wants to keep the party’s 
stronghold in Alberta’s 
largest city. 

Swann is the 27th leader 
of the Alberta Liberals, 
who have nine seats in the 
legislature. 



David Swann 


Store having a Fit trying to keep game stocked 


Nintendo wii If you waited 
to get the season’s can’t- 
live-without gift, your 
Christmas list is about to 
die a painful death. 

Arguably, the hottest toy 
for this holiday season is 
the Nintendo Wii Fit, an 
interactive workout game 
that offers yoga, strength 


training and workout 
games, while tracking 
body-mass index and work¬ 
out progress. 

The Wii Fit retails for 
$99.99 at all Electronic 
Boutique stores — when 
it’s in stock. 

“If we had a waiting list 
for it, it would be thou¬ 


sands of people long, and 
we wouldn’t be able to fill 
it till July,” said Holly, an 
EB store manager. 

“People are actually 
stalking our drivers, and 
waiting outside at 7 a.m. 
on the off-chance we’ll get 
some delivered.” 

METRO EDMONTON 


Food-hamper help 
needed from city 

charity A non-profit group 
that gives Christmas food 
hampers to Edmonton’s 
less fortunate says it’s in 
need of help after seeing a 
drop in the number of do¬ 
nations this year. 

The Christmas Bureau of 
Edmonton, which pro¬ 
vides Christmas dinners to 
Edmonton’s needy and 
low-incomes seniors in 
the form of food hampers, 
says Edmonton house¬ 
holds can spend $95 to 
help a family of four or 
$35 to help a senior. For 
more information on how 
to donate to the Christmas 
Bureau of Edmonton, call 
780-421-9625. 

METRO EDMONTON 
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Video George W. Bush 
getting shoes hurled at him 
at metronews.ca/world 
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Lotto Super 7 : 1 ,13, 23 , 27 ,34 ,36 & 37- 
Bonus 39 

Lotto 6/49: 4,15,34,36,43,47 Bonus 9 



Petting zoo Snowflake fantasy party 


Four-year-old twin brothers Liam, left, and Owen Tabor of Toronto visit with some animals in the 
petting zoo at the Snowflake Fantasy party held at the John Janzen Nature Centre yesterday. 
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CEO killed at company Christmas party 

Vancouver police have identified the victim of Friday night's shooting at a company Christmas party as Benjamin Banky, 40, the CEO of TallGrass 
Distributors Ltd. Police say Banky was killed after a former employee walked into the party and opened fire at approximately 4 p.m. PT. cbc news online 


Canada 



Tories widen lead 


The federal Conservatives led by Stephen Harper, left, would win a 
strong majority in Parliament if elections were held today, according 
to a poll showing the new leader of the opposition Liberals has done 
little to boost public support. Canadians favour the Conservatives 
over the Liberals by 45 per cent to 26 per cent, an Ipsos Reid poll 
showed. The NDP had the backing of 12 per cent. reuters 


Families, country mourn heroes 


With a nephew killed in 
Afghanistan and a son 
headed for the same war 
zone, a grieving and frus¬ 
trated Russell Higgins says 
Canadian soldiers are be¬ 
ing wasted on a foolish 
mission. 

Reached at his home yes¬ 
terday in Upper Mus- 
quodoboit, N.S., Higgins 
said, “I don’t figure our 
boys should be over there 
to start with. It’s a fight 
that can’t be won. They 
have been doing the same 
thing over there since the 
Crusades. You can’t win a 


war against peo¬ 
ple that don’t 
mind dying.” 

Higgins’ 

nephew Cpl. 

Thomas James 
Hamilton, 26, 
was one of three 
Canadian sol¬ 
diers killed Sat¬ 
urday in a road¬ 
side bomb. Pte. John 
Michael Roy Curwin of 
Mount Uniaclce, N.S., and 
Pte. Justin Peter Jones, 21, 
of Baie Verte, N.L. also died. 

The deaths came just 
eight days after Cpl. Mark 



Pte. John Michael 
Roy Curwin 


Pte. Justin Jones 


McLaren, Warrant Officer 
Robert Wilson and Pte. 
Demetrios Diplaros died 
when their armoured vehi¬ 
cle struck an improvised 
explosive device on the 
same stretch of highway 


west of Kanda¬ 
har city. 

Canada’s 
death toll from 
the 

Afghanistan 
mission now 
stands at 103 
soldiers and 
one diplomat. 

“My son is 
getting ready to go over,” 
Higgins said of his 26-year- 
old son Peter. “What can be 
said? You can only do what 
you can do.” 

A Canadian Forces 
spokesperson said it is not 


Cpl. Thomas 
James Hamilton 


the department’s policy to 
publicly respond to com¬ 
ments made by a grieving 
family member such as 
Higgins, but added, “We 
provide as much support to 
the families, to ensure that 
we can do whatever is in 
our power to assist them.” 

All three victims were 
based at CFB Gagetown in 
New Brunswick. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


VI DEO First priority for 
military is taking care of 
victims’ families at 
metronews.ca/canada 



Chalk River ups production of medical isotopes 


health Health Canada has 
warned the medical com¬ 
munity of a global shortfall 
in the supply of medical iso¬ 
topes, and Ontario’s Chalk 
River facility has ramped up 
production by 40 per cent 


to help alleviate the prob¬ 
lem. 

“We’re not only produc¬ 
ing for North America, 
we’re producing for glob¬ 
al demand,” said Dale Cof¬ 
fin, of Atomic Energy of 


Canada Ltd. 

Medical isotopes can be 
used to scan the body for 
tumours and other illness¬ 
es, or to treat cancer 
through radiation therapy. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


MacEwan 



Vancouver Rare snow 



A statue is covered after an overnight snow fall in Vancouver 
yesterday. Famous for its winter rain, the city had about 10 cen¬ 
timetres of snow on the ground. 


News in brief 


OLYMPICS Gregor Robertson, 
Vancouver's new mayor, has ap¬ 
pointed an external auditor to 
review the financial arrange¬ 
ments between the City of Van¬ 
couver and the developers of 
the Olympic Village. 


QUEBEC A law requiring cars to 
have snow tires comes into ef¬ 
fect today. The law is the first of 
its kind in Canada, and is prov¬ 
ing to be a boon to self-storage 
business as people look to store 
all-season tires, metro Canada 


Info 


Alleged Afghan 
rapes need ICC 
inquiry: Lawyer 

military The International 
Criminal Court should 
launch its own investiga¬ 
tion into allegations some 
Canadian officers serving 
in Afghanistan told subor¬ 
dinates to look the other 
way when Afghan soldiers 
and local interpreters 
sodomized young boys, 
says one of Canada’s lead¬ 
ing human-rights lawyers. 

University of British Co¬ 
lumbia international law 
and politics expert 
Michael Byers, who was 
among of a group of aca¬ 
demics who sought to 
have former Chilean dicta¬ 
tor Augus- 
to Pinochet 
detained as 
a war crim¬ 
inal, said 
he plans to 
ask the ICC 
to begin its 
own in¬ 
quiry into 
the 

charges. 

In a story 
published 
yesterday 
by a Toron¬ 
to newspa¬ 
per, former 
Canadian 

soldier Tyrel Braaten said 
during his tour of duty in 
Afghanistan in 2006, he 
witnessed Afghan inter¬ 
preters bringing young 
boys inside buildings at 
Forward Operating Base 
Wilson, a remote Canadi¬ 
an base outside Kandahar. 
The boys were then 
sodomized by the inter¬ 
preters and Afghan sol¬ 
diers, Braaten said. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


• The Ministry 
of Defence in 
Kabul is aware 
of the allega¬ 
tions levelled 
by Braaten 
and others, 
but said it 
won’t act until 
it receives 
more detailed 
information 
from Canada. 
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Experts gain insight from rats with hearing defects 

Scientists have managed to train rats with hearing defects to pick out sounds from background noise, giv¬ 
ing a possible solution to hearing-impaired children with difficulties in learning language. Reuters 


“The time has come for 
action, not words ” 

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown 



Brit PM speaks out 

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown blamed 
Pakistan-based militant group Lashkar-e-Taiba 
for last month's deadly Mumbai attacks, and 
he called for a new British-Pakistan “pact 
against terror.” 


News in brief 


UNREST A week of violence in 
Greece has taken its toll on the 
fragile conservative 
government, with opinion 
polls showing yesterday many 
think authorities mishandled 
the worst rioting in decades. 


For the most part, the violence 
has generally subsided. 
INJURIES Dozens of people in 
Hong Kong were hurt after two 
bottles of an acidic liquid were 
dropped from a building into a 
busy commercial district on 


Saturday. 

SCANDAL Illinois Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich will not resign to¬ 
day, but pressure to do so con¬ 
tinued to grow on the 
governor to step aside. 

GAZA Hamas's leader in exile 


was quoted as saying 
yesterday it would not renew a 
six-month-old truce with Israel 
in Gaza when it expires this 
week, raising the prospect of 
increased cross-border 
fighting. Reuters 
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People wear face masks with the word “censorship” during a 
protest in St. Petersburg yesterday. 


Russian police 
quell protests 


Police yesterday blocked 
Kremlin opponents from 
holding unlicensed march¬ 
es in Russia's two main 
cities over the economic 
crisis, witnesses said, and 
detained more than 150 
activists. 

Marches of discontent 
have become a trademark 
protest by a coalition of 
small opposition groups 
from liberals to commu¬ 
nists, led by former world 
chess champion Garry Kas¬ 
parov and writer Eduard 
Limonov, the head of out¬ 
lawed National-Bolshevik 
party. 

Witnesses said that po¬ 
lice trucks sealed off two 
squares in central Moscow, 
where the Other Russia 
coalition wanted to start 


its march. Police cordons 
prevented a handful of op¬ 
position supporters from 
entering the squares. 

Police detained two 
dozen elderly Soviet offi¬ 
cers at Pushlcinslcaya 
square and several opposi¬ 
tion activists, including 
Limonov, at Triumfalnaya 
Square two lcms away 

Fewer than 500 protest¬ 
ers later turned up at the 
Chernyshevsky Square 
chanting: “No to police 
state!” and “Authorities, 
answer for the crisis!” The 
rally lasted for an hour and 
ended peacefully. 

Russian news agencies 
said more than 150 ac¬ 
tivists were detained in 
Moscow and St Petersburg 
altogether. reuters 


Iraqi reporter hurls shoe 
at Bush, calls him a dog 


An Iraqi reporter called 
visiting U.S. President 
George W. Bush a “dog” in 
Arabic on Sunday and 
threw his shoes at him 
during a news conference 
in Baghdad. 

Iraqi security officers 
and U.S. secret service 
agents leapt at the man 
and dragged him strug¬ 
gling and screaming out of 
the room where Bush was 
giving a news conference 
with Iraqi Prime Minister 

VIDEO George W. Bush’s 
artful dodge of shoes 
hurled at him by an Iraqi at 
metronews.ca/world 


To Afghanistan 

• Following his visit to Iraq, 
President Bush made an 
unannounced visit to 
Afghanistan, with assur¬ 
ances that the United States 
will stand by the war-torn 
country. 

Nuri al-Maliki. 

The shoes missed their 
target about 4% metre- 
saway. 

Bush made light of it. 

“I didn't feel the least 
threatened by it,” he said. 

REUTERS 



ALEXANDER DEMIANCHUK/REUTERS 
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Comment & Views 


Comment 


Coalition of thoughts 



HineSight 


-his morning, my 

friend, Rob, called. 
Our conversation 
went something 
like this: 

Rob: Hi, am I interrupting 
anything? 

Me: I’m writing. 

Rob: Good, I thought you 
might be busy. Something 
alarming’s happened. 

This could mean either 
No. 1, beer’s gone up a cent 
a bottle, or No. 2, Rob’s 
started dating again. 

Rob: I’m worried about 
what’s happening with our 
government. 

It’s No. 2. My friend Rob is 
a dear, sweet, clueless man 
who feels the way to a 
woman’s heart is to agree 
with eveiything she says. 
Works for me. 

Me: What happened to 


the vegan you were seeing? 

Rob: She complained 
about the restaurant I’d 
picked so I suggested we 
just go forage for nuts and 
berries in the park. 

Me: Where did you want 
to take her? 

Rob: The Keg. They’ve got 
lettuce. I think. Anyway, I 
went out with this woman 
who says if this coalition 
government takes over, it’s 
going to be veiy bad for 
kids. 

Me: Because third graders 
will have to learn to spell Ig- 
natieff? 

Rob: Plus, it will show 
that the government of this 
country can 
be re¬ 


placed at any time. You 
know what that’s called? 

Me: I’ll go out on a limb 
here ... democracy? 

Rob: No, no, chaos. 

Sometimes it’s hard to 
tell the difference. 

Rob: So she says what we 
have to do is invade Quebec. 

I pause. I figure there are 
two possible responses. No. 
1, “You had fewer nuts with 
the vegan,” or No. 2, “Uh ... 
what?” I opt for No. 2. 

Rob: We must attack. 
Shut down Quebec’s ability 
to have a say in govern¬ 
ment. 

Me: This is about you 
wanting to wear your Hal¬ 
loween combat 


cos¬ 



tume again, isn’t it? 

Rob: No. Not entirely. 

Me: So, she wants to pro¬ 
tect Canada by denying 
rights to Canadians? There’s 
a word for that. 

Rob: Decisive? 

Me: OK ... or maybe, “in¬ 
sane.” 

Rob: She says if we don’t 
deal with Quebec, other 
groups may start thinking 
they can hang onto their 
language and traditions. 
Canada could become mul¬ 
ticultural. 

Me: It is. 

Rob: Oh ... right. 

Me: Sweetie, get some in¬ 
formation and think this 
through for yourself. You 
can still wear the costume. 
But maybe just around the 
house. Any other dates 
lined up? 

Rob: Tonight I’m going to 
a seance with a woman who 
thinks spirits should be al¬ 
lowed to vote. 

Tomorrow, I’m just not 
answering the phone. 


Anne Hines is an author and humour writer. 
She has written three novels and one 
collection of nonfiction humour. 
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LRT should be a catalyst for development 



A rare and fleeting 
glimpse of some¬ 
thing awesome. 
Streaking to the 
southeast, shim¬ 
mering with an ethereal 
glow, and then gone over 
the horizon. 

Since I missed the meteor, 
I’m referring to the mythi¬ 
cal LRT line to Mill Woods. 
Its coming foretold a genera¬ 
tion ago, it surfaces sporadi¬ 
cally — this time with little 
more than vague alternative 
routes and a rough price tag. 
This isn’t the kind of 


treatment the proposal de¬ 
serves. Mill Woods is large 
and full of future LRT riders, 
currently spread over a 
dozen peak-hour express 
routes to downtown. 
They’re ready for an up¬ 
grade. 

In 2007, the highest bus 
ridership was next to Mill- 
gate Transit Centre, yet 
these riders are still stuck 
waiting for the train. 

The Mill Woods transit 
vortex generates a large 
chunk of TRUE’s com¬ 
plaints, along with its low 
frequencies. LRT would help 
sort that out and capture 
those who gave up on Mill 
Woods transit long ago out 
of sheer frustration. 

There are rumours that 
this transit-unfriendly maze 
was designed with LRT in 
mind. I believe them, but 
only because in Edmonton 


that appears to be defined as 
leaving a strip of land some¬ 
where. 

Yes, the cost to build LRT 
from downtown has been 
ballparlced somewhere 
north of $1 billion, but this 
isn’t a reason not to build it. 
It’s only a reason to build it 
correctly. 

Parking- and sprawl-sur¬ 
rounded stations aren’t go¬ 
ing to cut it. Century Park is 
a start, but isn’t true transit 
oriented development — it’s 
TOD’s evil, transit-adjacent 
twin, TAD. 

What we need are neigh¬ 
bourhoods willing to be¬ 
come transit villages, with 
blocks of mixed-use, four- 
story walk-ups around the 
stations. Skyscrapers may 
build ridership, but other 
techniques build communi¬ 
ty as well. 

Certainly there should be 


some highrises; Mill Woods 
Town Centre is perfect for a 
re-imagining with towers 
connected by the mall. If 
they won’t play ball, put the 
terminus somewhere else. 

This kind of planning will 
require serious give-and- 
take with communities, but 
the line needs to go where 
there are opportunities for 
LRT to be a catalyst for de¬ 
velopment. 

And please, no median 
stations. The last thing I 
want to experience as a tran¬ 
sit rider is having to trudge 
up and down stairs only to 
have to stare at a constant 
stream of noisy cars. 

This city can do better. 


Brian Gould is a transportation planner and 
has served in a variety of roles with the 
Transit Riders' Union of Edmonton. He is 
committed to being car-less and is a vocal 
critic of auto-centric planning. 



Letters 


Recycling plastic can have 
environmental benefits 


In response to Terence 
Harding’s column “Reduce. 
Reuse. Recycle. Rethink” 
(Dec. 5) we would like to 
point out that plastics col¬ 
lected through the City of 
Edmonton’s recycling pro¬ 
grams are recycled in an 
environmentally sound 
manner. 

Plastics make up three 
per cent by weight of all 
the materials collected for 
recycling by the City of Ed¬ 
monton. To date this year, 
the city’s recycling facility 
has shipped more than 300 
tonnes of plastics, includ¬ 
ing milk jugs, other HDPE 
containers and film (bags) 
to Merlin Plastics. Merlin, 
located in Delta, B.C., pel¬ 
letizes the plastic and sells 
it to manufacturers, who 
make new products with it. 

About 600 tonnes was 
sold to a local company, 
which, in turn, sells mixed 
plastics to a recycling facili¬ 
ty in China. This facility al¬ 
so melts down the plastic, 
pelletizes it and sells it to 
manufacturers who make 
new products. 

To suggest that all recy¬ 
cling facilities in China are 
“destroying their local en¬ 
vironments” is unjustified. 

Recycling plastic has net 


environmental benefits be¬ 
cause much less energy is 
needed to make products 
from recycled plastic than 
from raw materials. 

CONNIE BOYCE, EDMONTON 

Harper’s attitude 
called irresponsible 


I do want a coalition gov¬ 
ernment. I am quite ap¬ 
palled by the cries against 
the opposition parties’ 
plan to form a coalition 
government as undemocra¬ 
tic. 

Stephen Harper has cho¬ 
sen to play games and treat 
his minority government 
as a majority. His attitude 
toward the current eco¬ 
nomic situation is irre¬ 
sponsible and the opposi¬ 
tion merely called him on 
it. It’s irresponsible be¬ 
cause the do-nothing and 
cut-everything approach 
the Conservatives have will 
not help. 

I agree that individuals 
cutting costs and saving 
will help individual Cana¬ 
dians, but the same ap¬ 
proach by our government 
will not. 

And to boot, the coali¬ 
tion actually seems inter¬ 
ested in working together 
rather than the Conserva¬ 
tives’ “screw you” attitude. 

TYSON OATWAY, EDMONTON 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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YOUR NUMBER ONE WATCH STOP: 

CANADA’S BEST SELECTION 
OF WATCHES IS AT THE BAY 



■ -■ 


$475 


$275 


$165 


ANNE KLEIN 

ARMANI 

ARMANI 

EXCHANGE 

BETSEY 

JOHNSON 

BUFFALO 

CALVIN KLEIN 

DIESEL 

DKNY 

ESQUIRE 

EXPEDITION 

FOSSIL 

GUESS 

HUGO BOSS 

IRONMAN 

KENNETH 

COLE 

MARC ECKO 

MICHAEL 

KORS 

MOVADO 

NAUTICA 

NIKE 

PHILIPPE 

STARCK 

PUMA 

ROOTS 

SKAGEN 

SWATCH 

TOMMY 

HILFIGER 

AND MORE... 


Available until Dec. 18 th 2008 at 
West Edmonton & Southgate 
locations only. 



WWWTHEBAY.COM 
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Federal, Ontario governments reach auto deal 

The federal government and Ontario will offer 20 per cent of a proposed U.S. auto-aid package 
if one is approved in Washington, said Industry Minister Tony Clement, cbc news online 


Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN DESOUZA, FERMIN.DESOUZA/S)METRONEWS.CA 


Autoparts makers on edge 


Shares of Canadian 
autoparts makers have 
taken a beating due to the 
decline in the U.S. auto 
sector, but the companies 
will face a much harsher 
reality if one or more of 
the Detroit Three is 
allowed to fail. 

Parts companies already 
run on razor-thin margins, 
and a bankruptcy of one of 
the big automakers would 
mean suppliers would not 
be paid. That would lead to 
a catastrophic chain reac¬ 
tion that would ripple 
through the industry, said 
Linda Hasenfratz, presi¬ 
dent and chief executive of 
Linamar Corp. 

“You are looking at shut¬ 
ting down the entire auto¬ 
motive industry in North 


"You are looking at 
shutting down the 
entire automotive 
industry in North 
America.” 

Linda Hasenfratz 

America,” she said. 

More than 65 per cent of 
suppliers to Ford, GM and 
Chrysler also supply Toy¬ 
ota Motor Co. and Honda 
Motor Co., so even the off- 
shore-based manufacturers 
would be hard hit. 

Worries of a bankruptcy 
of one or all of the Detroit 
Three are reflected in Lina¬ 
mar’ s share price, which is 
down 79 per cent since the 
beginning of the year. At 


$4.20, it is now on the 
verge of being removed 
from the S&P/TSX compos¬ 
ite index due to failure to 
meet listing requirements, 
which include maintaining 
a certain level of market 
capitalization and volume. 

No Canadian autoparts 
manufacturer has escaped 
being clobbered this year. 
Magna International Inc.’s 
stock is down 56 per cent 
at $35.76, and Martinrea 
International Inc. is down 
84 per cent at $1.94. 

Thirty-five per cent of 
Linamar’s sales go to the 
Detroit Three, according to 
RBC Capital Markets. For 
Magna, that number 
jumps to 52 per cent, and 
it’s about 80 per cent for 
Martinrea. reuters 


No auto bailout Tor a while': White House 


aid The White House said 
it did not expect any an¬ 
nouncement on an auto in- 
dustiy rescue plan before 
President George W. Bush 
returns to the United 
States from an unan¬ 
nounced trip to Iraq. 

“I don’t anticipate any¬ 
thing before we return ... I 


just don’t expect anything 
for a while,” White House 
spokeswoman Dana Perino 
said while aboard Air Force 
One. 

She was responding to a 
reporter’s question on 
whether an announcent 
would be made during 
Bush’s trip on whether the 


administration would tap a 
$700 billion US financial- 
industry bailout fund to 
aid Detroit’s ailing Big 
Three automakers: Gener¬ 
al Motors, Ford and 
Chiysler. 

Perino said she had no 
timetable for such a deci¬ 
sion. REUTERS 


Philippines Ho, ho, ho, hee, hee 



An orangutan wearing a Santa Claus outfit interacts with zoo 
visitors for a promotional event for the Christmas holiday sea¬ 
son at Malabon Zoo in Manila yesterday. 


U.S. real estate 
to start recovery 
by spring: Zell 

property A revival in the 
U.S. real estate market 
should begin by next 
spring, property mogul 
Sam Zell told an Israeli 
business conference 
yesterday. 

“I believe ... we will see 
the first signs of equilibri¬ 
um in the housing market 
in the spring of 2009,” Zell 
said. 

Zell said that with the 
U.S. population 
continuing to grow and 
with fewer than 600,000 
building starts in 2008, 
more than a million fewer 
than in each of the past 10 
years, demand for houses 
would soon rise. 

Zell is the owner of Trib¬ 
une Co., publisher of the 
Chicago Tribune, which 
filed for Chapter 11 bank¬ 
ruptcy protection last 

Week. REUTERS 


Business in brief 


CREDIT CARDS The U.S. credit- 
card industry may face a day of 
reckoning Thursday, when the 
Federal Reserve is to vote on 


credit-card reforms that may 
bring some relief to customers 
who face a variety of ways for 
being hit with late fees, univer¬ 


sal defaults, shorter payment 
periods and confusing 
payment allocations for differ¬ 
ent balances. reuters 
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a Year on your Horne Phone Bill? 


No Matter Where You Call, 

No Matter What You Pay, 
Comwave Will Beat it... Guaranteed! 


A Home Phone Line 
FORI FULL YEAR 

(No more monthly bills!) 



Pakistan.5.9C 

Philippines.11.9C 

Saudi Arabia ...!w.3.9C 

Sri Lanka.11.9< 

Afghanistan.24.9C 

Bangladesh......' k".3.9C 

Cuba.85C 

Ecuador.12.9C 


© Egypt.14: 

^ Guyana.29: 

© India.6 

(0 Nepal™.7.9C 

©Haiti.16.9C 

Mexico .T..2.9C 

© Honduras.15.9C 

^ Chile.2.9C 



v_ 


Just in time for the holidays, you can get your very 
own home phone line with unlimited local calling 
and unlimited long distance across Canada for ONE 
FULL YEAR! A perfect gift for someone who does a lot 
of talking and hates monthly bills. 


Call Long Distance From Any Cell Phone 

• Keep Your Existing Cell Phone Plan 

• Direct, "No Pin" Dialing 

• Instant Activation 

• No Contracts 





Limited Time Offer 
Call Now And Get 
Free Long Distance 
To Anywhere In The World 


$ 


25 


comwave 


780 - 665-1818 


comwave.ca 


Comwave guarantees to match or beat your rate today and forever. Rate Guarantee is based on competitors' lowest advertised rate or written quote for like services. Terms and conditions apply. Please see www.comwave.ca for full 
details. 1 After a 12 month period, Comwave will apply credit for ONE FULL Month of long distance to your account based on the lowest month usage without limitation. Home Phone Lines: * Terms and conditions apply. VoIP 911 has 
certain limitations versus traditional 911. 
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One Million Acts of Green hits halfway point 

The One Million Acts of Green recently marked a significant milestone, surpassing 500,000 acts of green registered online at www.onemillion 
actsofgreen.com. This represents a reduction of approximately 25,000,000 kilograms of greenhouse gases, metro news services 


Going Green 


Energy-saving tips 

With government rebates for programmable thermostats, 
you could save almost a $100 per year on heating costs, 
according to Direct Energy. And don’t forget your furnace — 
an annual maintenance and cleaning can extend the life of a 
furnace by several years and prevent untimely breakdowns 
this holiday season. metro news services 


EDITOR: MIKE DEREZYCKY, MIKE.DEREZYCKY/ft)METRONEWS.CA 


WHAT’S YOUR SIGN? 

Take Five daily, to find out what 
metr^iewsca your horoscope says. 



Do it daily. 


1.1 million 

readers do it daily! 


metr® 


Do it daily. 

SOURCE: NADbank Fall 2007/Spring 2008 Survey, 
read yesterday; BASE: Montreal, Ottawa-Gatineau, 
Toronto, Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver; CMA18+ 


NEED A MORTGAGE 

CVl _•_/*.. 



Call Kelly 
Parkinson 
for all your 

Mortgage 

Needs! 



Get your life back againiSS 


Start 2009 free of pain! 

FIS REHABILITATION CONSULTING, Inc. Offers an effective 
treatment program of active exercise and rehabilitation 
in the water or land for back, neck and joint pain. 

SPECIAL introductory session - $75/ one hour of individual rehabilitation. 

One session is equal to 4 Physio appts. 

Details @ www.fisrehab.ca Metro Promo or 780.455.3052 
Gift Certificates available until Dec 23 rd . 


Val Berg’s 

MENS WEAR GROUP 


CITY CENTRE 

10200 - 102 AVE, EDMONTON 

780.424.3424 

LENDRUM PLACE 

5722- 111 ST, EDMONTON 

780.435.6470 




Victim Services 

STRATHCONA COUNTY RCMP 


Invites you to Volunteer 
as an Advocate 


Work directly with Victims 
of Crime or trauma 

Call Shelly or El lory 

780.449.0153 



The trouble with tarsands 


Science Matters Canada has been blessed. But instead of 

safeguarding this resource, we are using it 
up. And we are creating an environmental 
catastrophe that will take centuries to re¬ 
cover from... if we recover at all. 


f you want to be 
scared, you don’t need 
to watch a horror 
movie or read the lat¬ 
est Stephen King best¬ 
seller. 

Real terror can be found 
by simply firing up Google 
Earth. By mousing over 
and zooming in, you can 
see what Alberta’s tarsands 
look like from space. 

It is not a pretty sight. In 
fact, it’s scary — and for 
good reason. 

A recent book by cele¬ 
brated journalist Andrew 
Nikiforulc, Tar Sands: Dirty 
Oil and the Future of a 
Continent (published by 
Greystone Books and the 
David Suzuki Foundation), 
explores what these grey 
spots on Google Earth 
mean to Canada’s environ¬ 
ment and economy. It’s an 
important book, one that 
every Canadian should 


read to find out how the 
world’s largest energy 
project will affect us. 

The scale of the Alberta 
tarsands project is un¬ 
precedented in Canadian 
history. Alberta’s “blue¬ 
eyed sheiks,” as the oil-in¬ 
dustry elite are known, 
stand to make billions of 
dollars from carving up 
northern Alberta in order 
to meet U.S. demand for 
oil. But these dollars pale 
in comparison to the envi¬ 
ronmental value that is be¬ 
ing squandered at the ex¬ 
pense of petro dollars. 

The main tarsands de¬ 
posits are at three sites in 
Alberta: Peace River, Cold 
Lake and Athabasca. The 
Athabasca region contains 
the largest deposit of 
crude bitumen in the 
world. 

All this bitumen, a com¬ 
plex mixture of molecules 
from prehistoric life, is a 
geological miracle with 
which Canada has been 


blessed. But instead of 
safeguarding this resource, 
we are using it up. And we 
are creating an environ¬ 
mental catastrophe that 
will take centuries to re¬ 
cover from ... if we recover 
at all. 

It’s estimated that two 
tonnes of earth must be 
excavated to produce one 
barrel of thick tar-lilce bi¬ 
tumen. And it requires as 
much as three barrels of 
fresh water from the 
Athabasca River to make 
one barrel of bitumen. It 
also takes a huge amount 
of energy to extract the oil 
from the sands. 

Now think about this: 
Each day Canada exports 
one million barrels of bitu¬ 
men to the United States. 

With all the money be¬ 
ing made from the 
tarsands, very little of it 
seems to be reinvested in 
renewable energy that 
comes from wind, solar, 
biomass, and geothermal 


sources. If anything, we 
could be investing this 
money in low-carbon proj¬ 
ects so we won’t have to 
pull every bit of bitumen 
from the ground. 

When my children were 
younger, they’d often ask 
me about the bogeyman — 
a mythical evil spirit who 
would lie in wait under 
their beds when the lights 
went out. But maybe the 
bogeyman isn’t some scary 
creature. Maybe the bogey¬ 
man is simply a man in a 
suit tiying to satisfy his 
shareholders, make a prof¬ 
it, and cosy up to federal 
politicians so he can con¬ 
tinue doing his work with¬ 
out having to answer to his 
environmental crimes. 

Or maybe there’s some¬ 
thing more frightening to 
consider. Perhaps the bo¬ 
geyman is us — the public 
that places the short-term 
economic value of the 
tarsands above the price¬ 
less value of our environ¬ 
ment and our health. 

Take David Suzuki’s Na¬ 
ture Challenge and learn 
more at www.david 
suzuki.org. 


Dr. David T. Suzuki is a Vancouver-based 
award-winning scientist, environmentalist 
and broadcaster. 



David Suzuki & 
Dr. Faisal | 
Moola 


Gore urges more action at UN climate talks 


Former U.S. vice-president 
A1 Gore urged weary cli¬ 
mate delegates to agree a 
new climate treaty next 
year and drew loud cheers 
on the last day of difficult 
two-weelc UN climate 
talks on Friday. 

The talks were on 
course to meet a mini¬ 
mum goal, to sign off on a 
fund to help poor nations 


prepare for global warm¬ 
ing, but they were likely 
to delay any decision on 
climate targets. 

Gore urged 145 environ¬ 
ment ministers gathered 
in the western Polish city 
of Poznan to put aside cli¬ 
mate-blame squabbles, 
which have marred the 
talks for years and agree 
to a climate treaty in 


Copenhagen next Decem¬ 
ber. 

“The struggle is palpa¬ 
ble here in Poznan,” he 
said. 

“It can be done, it must 
be done,” said the 2000 
presidential candidate, cli¬ 
mate crusader and 2007 
Nobel Peace Prize winner. 

“We now face a crisis 
that makes it abundantly 


clear that increased C02 
emissions anywhere are a 
threat to the integrity of 
this planet’s climate bal¬ 
ance everywhere. 

“As a result, the old di¬ 
vide between the North 
and South, between devel¬ 
oped and developing 
countries is a divide that 
must become obsolete.” 

REUTERS 
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Nesbitt captures gold 

Canada's Christine Nesbitt won the women's 1 , 000 -metre yesterday at a 

World Cup long-track speedskating meet in Japan, metro news services 


ii 
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Sports 


Morison wins Giant Slalom 


»# 


Matthew Morison, left, of Burketon, Ont., won the Giant 
^ Slalom event at the FIS World Cup snowboarding stop in 
Italy yesterday. Morison beat France’s Sylvain Dufour, while 
Canadian teammate Jasey Jay Anderson finished third. On 
the women’s side, Doris Guenther of Austria won gold just 
ahead of Calgary’s Kimiko Zakreski. metro news services 


SPORTS/S) METRONEWS.CA 


Junior roster out today 


Penner making 
Mac-T look good 


Avery done 
in Dallas 

nhl The Dallas Stars have 
decided that suspended 
forward Sean Avery will 
not return to the team. 

Avery was suspended by 
the NHL for six games 
without pay earlier this 
month for crude 
comments he made to 
members of the media re¬ 
garding his 
ex- 

girlfriends 
dating oth¬ 
er hockey 
players. 

The 28- 
year-old an¬ 
tagonist 
was eligible 
to return to the club yes¬ 
terday after the six-game 
ban expired, but the club 
and representatives for 
Avery determined it was 
not possible for the player 
to rejoin his teammates. 

“Sean needs to focus on 
his own well-being while 
the Stars hockey team 
must focus on playing 
hockey and competing for 
a playoff spot,” said Stars 
co- general manager Brett 
Hull. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 
Atlanta 13 Tampa Bay 10 (OT) 
Carolina 30 Denver 10 
Cincinnati 20 Washington 13 
Houston 13 Tennessee 12 
Indianapolis 31 Detroit 21 
Jacksonville 20 Green Bay 16 
Miami 14 San Francisco 9 
Minnesota 35 Arizona 14 
New England 49 Oakland 26 
N.Y. Jets 31 Buffalo 27 
Pittsburgh 13 Baltimore 9 
San Diego 22 Kansas City 21 
Seattle 23 St. Louis 20 
Dallas 20 N.Y. Giants 8 

THURSDAY’S RESULT 

Chicago 27 New Orleans 24 (OT) 
TONIGHT’S GAME 
Cleveland at Philadelphia 


NHL 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 
Chicago 3 Columbus 1 
Anaheim 4 Minnesota 2 
Florida at Vancouver 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest@metronews.ca 


Hockey Canada will 
announce today its roster 
for the world junior 
championship after wrap¬ 
ping up a three-day selec¬ 
tion camp last night in 
Ottawa. 

John Tavares, Jamie 
Benn and Tyler Ennis were 
the leading scorers in 
three intra-squad scrim¬ 


mages. 

Tavares, an Oakville, 
Ont., native who helped 
Canada win gold at last 
year’s world junior cham¬ 
pionship, piled up four 
goals and an assist. 

Benn, a Dallas Stars 
draft choice, had three 
goals and an assist, while 
Tyler Ennis, a Buffalo 
Sabres first-rounder, had a 
goal and four assists. 

Brett Sonne and Jordan 
Eberle had two goals and 


an assist each. 

Head coach Pat Quinn 
will announce the roster 
today at 9:15 a.m. MST at a 
press conference at Sen- 
sPlex in Kanata, Ont. 

Thirty-eight players 
were invited to the selec¬ 
tion camp, and 22 will be 
named to the team. 

The tournament starts 
Boxing Day at Scotiabanlc 
Place in Ottawa. Canada 
has won four consecutive 
gold medals at the event. 


ustin Penner ob¬ 
viously didn’t 
like the way the 
message was de¬ 
livered by coach 
Craig MacTavish, but it’s 
abundantly obvious the big 
Edmonton Oilers’ winger got 
the gist of it and has taken it 
to heart. 

Called out in the newspa¬ 
pers and lacked upstairs to 
the press box for two games 
for what MacTavish consid¬ 
ered substandard play and 
insufficient results, Penner 
has responded by playing his 
best stretch of hockey since 
arriving from the Anaheim 
Ducks at the start of last sea¬ 
son. Penner’s goal just 49 sec¬ 
onds into Saturday’s 3-0 vic- 
toiy over the Vancouver 
Canucks stood as the winner 
and gives him 10 points, in¬ 
cluding five goals, in the 10 
games he’s played since tak¬ 
ing a seat against Colorado 
Nov. 15 and Detroit two 
nights later. 

“Obviously, there was a 
positive impact from the sit¬ 
uation three weeks ago,” 
Penner said. “I got a chance 
to re-focus.” 

Publicly flogging any play¬ 
er has its risks, and Mac¬ 
Tavish was criticized in some 
comers for it — and for sit¬ 
ting Penner out for two 
games instead of just one — 
but there’s no getting 
around the results. 

In my mind, it’s how Mac¬ 
Tavish handled the situation 
after publicly showing up 
Penner that made it a mas¬ 
terfully calculated stroke. By 
putting Penner back on left 
wing alongside Shawn Hor- 
coff and Ales Hemsky on his 
first line, MacTavish put him 
in a position to succeed. 

It worked. Penner, the line 



and the Oilers have, despite a 
couple of hiccups, been play¬ 
ing markedly better since. 

Saturday’s win over the 
Canucks has the Oilers at 4-1- 
0 in their last five games and 
14-12-2 overall as they begin 
a long stretch at home. 

“We’ve recaptured, I 
think, the chemistry we had 
last year and we’re building 
on it,” Penner said. 

BLUEPRINT FOR SUCCESS 

The win over the Canucks 
improved the Oilers to 4-4-2 
at Rexall Place and was the 
kind of effort MacTavish has 
been demanding for weeks. 
The Oilers were more in¬ 
tense and robust than 
they’ve been in a long time. 

They won battles for the 
puck. They threw pucks at 
Curtis Sanford and mucked 
for rebounds and quality 
scoring chances. They forced 
the issue. 

“That was pretty close to a 
perfect game,” said captain 
Ethan Moreau. “We initiated 
the physical play. They were 
responding with us, but we 
came out with an edge.” 

Inserting wide-bodies Zaclc 
Stortini and Jason Stmdwiclc 
up front on the fourth line in 
place of Liam Reddox and 
Rob Schremp had a lot to do 
with that. 


In a decade covering the Edmonton sports 
scene, Robin Brownlee has been the 
news-breaker and insightful voice for 
sports fans in Oil Country. 


NFL Cowboys ride over Giants 



Fullback Deon Anderson of the Dallas Cowboys celebrates his touchdown against the New York 
Giants last night. Dallas handed New York its second straight loss, 20-8. 



Sean Avery 




RIVER CREE 

TWIN 


Youth Programs Jan 09 

* Learn to Skate 

* Powerskating and Hockey Skills 

* Skills and Games (Hockey) 

* Hockey Tips for Tots 

* Skating, Shooting, Scoring 


Mar 09 


Youth Hockey Christmas Camp 

* 6 sessions 

* December 22 - January 2 

* Novice to Midget Groups 
*$140/player 


Mar 09 


Adult Programs Jan09 

* Learn to Skate 

* Powerskating and Hockey Skills 

* Ladies Only - Learn to play Hockey 



* Sessions vary throughout the week 

* Prices vary depending on course 

* Please call to inquire 
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New Brunswick economic stimulus plan focuses on college investments 

The New Brunswick government has rolled out the first in a series of new capital investments intended to stimulate the economy. Post Secondary Education is the focus of significant 
investments, including a $35-million community college in Edmundston and nearly $45-million worth of community college facilities in Saint John, metro news services 


Workology 


Keeping income 


Post-secondary students in Ontario on 
social assistance will get to keep any 
employment income they earn, accord¬ 
ing to the provincial government’s 
new anti-poverty strategy released last 
week. metro news services 


EDITOR: DOUGLAS DUNLOP, DOUGLAS.DUNLOP^METRONEWS.CA 


From Space Invaders to NASA 



When his parents said he couldn’t play Space Invaders, Am Hyn- 
dman programmed his own version of the game. 



Odd Job; 


ecently, Arn Hynd- 
man drove from 
Toronto to Ottawa 
with a work col¬ 
league for a meet¬ 
ing. As research and devel¬ 
opment technologists with 
Nortel Networks (the com¬ 
pany calls them architects), 
the two didn’t chat about 
the company’s stock price 
or office gossip, they riffed 
on ideas. 

“We were just shooting 
the breeze. We’re inspired 
by challenges that we see 
ourselves in the world 
around us,” Hyndman says. 


They came up with 10 dif¬ 
ferent ideas for possible 
new technology projects. 

It isn’t just idle talk. 
They’ll eventually get to 
make some of these ideas 
happen. 

Hyndman, who’s now 37, 
began inventing technolo¬ 
gy a young teen on Vancou¬ 
ver Island. His parents de¬ 
clared video games like 
Space Invaders offlimits so, 
using the family’s rudimen¬ 
tary computer, Hyndman 
designed his own version of 
the popular game. 

It wasn’t perfect, but it 
kept him and his friends 
amused for awhile. He kept 
writing programs and then 
studied computer science 
at the University of British 
Columbia. He was eventual¬ 
ly hired as a junior develop¬ 
er at Nortel in Ottawa. The 
company helped finance 
his masters in software en¬ 


gineering (he minored in 
human computer interac¬ 
tion) at Carnegie Mellon 


University in Pennsylvania. 

There, he and his class¬ 
mates solved a problem for 


NASA: There was a six-sec¬ 
ond delay between moving 
the joystick of the remote 
control for the lunar rover 
and the thing actually mov¬ 
ing, so astronauts would 
over-steer and even crash it. 
Hyndman helped invent a 
new monitor that would 
predict where the rover 
would go in real time. 

Back at Nortel, Hynd¬ 
man went on to get 
patents for various inven¬ 
tions: One that helps com¬ 
patibility between net¬ 
work devices and their 
management system, and 
another that enables you 
to ID yourself while using 
a wireless device so you 
can login or make pur¬ 
chases. 

Currently, he’s chief ar¬ 
chitect on a project called 
web.alive. It will allow peo¬ 
ple to talk on the web us¬ 
ing live voice and 3-D 


The Lowdown 


Salary: $100,00 to $200,000 
Education: A degree in com¬ 
puter science or computer 
engineering 

Worst part of the job: “About 
30 per cent of the way into a 
project, you get 90 per cent 
of the idea working. Then 
there's a long curve of polish¬ 
ing and drudgery.” 

avatars. An alternative to 
video conferencing, its 
main use will be for virtual 
business meetings. 

Hyndman spends his 
days working on the proj¬ 
ect but during coffee 
breaks and over lunch and 
in the hallways, he chats 
with other architects — 
there are about 20 at Nor¬ 
tel — about technology 
problems and possible so¬ 
lutions for fixing them. 

“We just throw around 
ideas all the time.” 


Diane Peters once hawked magic pens at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. She's now a 
writer and part-time journalism instructor. 
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Dark Knight sets DVD record 

The Dark Knight has set a new record after DVD sales soared to nearly 3 million in the U.S., Canada and Britain — three 
days after its release Tuesday. The Batman film has so far grossed more than $996 million US worldwide, imdb.com 



Entertainment 



Oscar host 


Actor Hugh Jackman will 
be the host of the 2009 
Academy Awards, 
organizers have 


announced. 


BBC NEWS ONLINE 


EDITOR: TINA COSTANZA, TIN A.COSTANZA/S) METRONEWS.CA 


The renaissance man 



Metro World News 


It’s taken Q-Tip nine years 
to release The Renaissance, 
the follow up to his 1999 
solo debut Amplified. 

“I haven’t been sitting 
around doing nothing, I 
promise,” says the Queens, 
New York rapper best 
known as one third of eter¬ 
nally cool, legendary ’90s 
hip-hop group A Tribe 
Called Quest. “I’m always 
in the studio. Always.” 

The reason we haven’t 
heard the fruits of this 
recording labour is, as Tip 
nonchalantly puts it, he’s 
been “going though a cou¬ 
ple of things with record la¬ 
bels.” More specifically, 
Arista shelved his original 
sophomore effort Kamaal 


the Abstract, claiming it 
was too obscure and not 
commercial enough. But 
that was the past, and last 
month, the man who was 
born Jonathan Davis finally 
had a new product to push. 

“I was a little bit nerv¬ 
ous,” admits the 37-year- 
old about coming out with 
an album after almost a 
decade. “But I liked (the 
music) and I feel like peo¬ 
ple trust me for my taste.” 

His taste has lately been 
veering to older greats 
such as Stevie Wonder, 
Prince, Miles Davis and The 
Clash, rather than what’s 
rotating on the radio. 

As a result, The Renais¬ 
sance, a mix of his signa¬ 
ture smooth nasal flow 
over jazzy beats and live in¬ 
struments is a refreshing 
throwback to a purer time 



in hip hop. It’s 
mellow, but 
with enough 
boom bat to 
get your 
head bob- 
bing. 

The lyrics, 
however — 
dealing with 
war, the econ¬ 
omy and 
even 
in¬ 


cluding excerpts taken 
from one of Barack Oba¬ 
ma’s speeches — are very 
now. He says it’s serendipi¬ 
tous that The Renaissance, 
was released on the same 
day Obama was elected 
president. 

“We have a socio-po¬ 
litical renaissance 
with this 


new 


presi¬ 


dent, and I feel like we’re 
in the middle of an artistic 
renaissance,” Tip excitedly 
rattles off his theory. “Peo¬ 
ple are looking for more 
value in their music, in lit¬ 
erature, in film, theater, 
just all across, people are 
looking for taste. And the 
reason why is because the 
Internet has leveled the 
playing field, and shown 
everybody the different 
permutations of things. 
And because of that, peo¬ 
ple’s tastes are starting to 
get better, cooler and 
they’re finding interesting 
things. It’s a great time,” 
he says coming up for air. 
“And I’m just happy to be 
able to offer this now.” 

The Renaissance is the follow 
up to Q-Tip's solo debut Ampli- 

UNIVERSAL MUSIC PHOTO 


weekend box office 


The Day the Earth Stood 
Still: $31 million US 
Four Christmases: 

$13.3 million 
Twilight: 

$8 million 
Bolt: 

$7.5 million 

Australia: 

$43 million 

Quantum of Solace: 

$3.8 million 

Nothing Like the 
Holiday: $3.5 million 
Madagascar: Escape 2 
Africa: $3.3 million 

Milk: 

$ 2.6 million 

Transporter 3 : 

$2.3 million 


8 


10 


In brief 


MUSIC Metallica, Pearl Jam and 
My Morning Jacket are among 
the artists featured on Live 
From Bonnaroo 2008, due out 
January on DVD. Reuters 


On the web 


Book Picks: 

• For this 
week’s book 
picks on 
Frozen Tracks 
by Ake 
Edwardson, 
The Heretic 
Queen by 
Michelle 
Moran and 
Doors Open 
by Ian Rankin 
visit 

metronews.ca/ 

entertainment. 


Heretic 

Queen 



I nte lie' Vision 



Rick 

McGinnis 

Read it at metronews.ca 


See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 
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2 CFRN 239 318 

etalk 

Hollywood 

CSI: Miami (HDTV) (N) 

Big Bang Th 

Big Bang Th 

Law & Order: Criminal Intent 

News (N) 

3 KHQ - 370 

News (N) 

Be-Millionaire 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Wheel-Fortune 

Chuck (HDTV) (N) 

Heroes “Duality” (N) 

Worst Enemy 

4 CBXT - 307 

Coronation St. 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Grinch-C’mas 

Frosty 

The Border (HDTV) (N) 

CBC News: The National 

The Hour 

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas 

This 1966 Dr. Seuss animated 
classic teaches the value of 
giving, caring and having a non- 
materialistic Christmas. Boris 
Karloffs rich voice just adds to 
the feeling of being surrounded 
by a warm blanket this time of 
year. 8 PM on CBXT 

6 KREM - 372 

News (N) 

DTV Special 

The Doctors 

Big Bang Th How 1 Met 

Two/Half Men 

Worst Week 

CSI: Miami (N) 

7 CKEM 241 347 

Law & Order: SVU 

Rita Rocks Rita Rocks 

rHiHMilffliHTiirc 

i 

Curb-Enthsm 

Less-Kind 

Your City 

8 CITV 240 339 

ET Canada 

Entertainment 

Prison Break (HDTV) (N) 

My Own Worst Enemy 

Heroes “Duality” (N) 

News Hour 

12 CBXFT 119 705 

Antarctique 

La Petite vie 

La Petite Seduction (N) (SC) 

Hauts 

Le Telejournal (N) (SC) 

TJ Alberta 

13 KXLY - 371 

4 News at 6 

4 News at 6:30 

Entertainment 

The Insider (N) 

1 Want a Dog-Charlie Brown 

20/20 (N) 

16 KAYU - 373 

The Simpsons 

Raymond 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 

Sarah Connor Chronicles 

(Prison Break (HDTV) (N) 

News (N) 

19 CHTV - - 

The Insider (N) 

E! News 

Final 24 

Name Is Earl How 1 Met 

How 1 Met 

Worst Week 

News (N) 

22 KSPS - 374 

NewsHour With Jim Lehrer 

’Alio,’Alio! Chronicles 

Antiques Roadshow (N) 

Holiday Train 

Richard Tucker Opera Gala 

24 WTVS - 364 

Great Performances “Hitman: David Foster and Friends” 

American Soundtrack: Doo Wop’s Greatest Hits 

Johnny Cash 

sports news 

15 CBCN 502 - 

CBC News: The National 

Royal Riders (N) 

CBC News: The National CBC News: The National 

Royal Riders 

21 TWN 505 398 

(5) EarthWatch One 

EarthWatch One 

EarthWatch Two 

27 CNN 500 500 

Larry King Live 

Anderson Cooper 360 (HDTV) 

Larry King Live 

Cooper 360 


54 CTVN 501 391 

CTV Newsnet 

News CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

\ 

70 BNN 504 508 

Squeeze Play 

Market Call 

Headline 

Market Call 

Berman’s Call 

Money Talks 

Squeeze Play 

20 TSN 400 400 

(6:30) NFL Football Cleveland Browns at Philadelphia Eagles. 

SportsCentre 

Motoring 2009 

Billiards 

23 net 408 418 

Flames Week 

Simply 

KftHUfrbvifllflniSi 


[Simply 

Sportsnet Connected 

Best-Sports 

47 SPEED 417 406 

My Classic Car 

My Classic Car Barrett-Jackson 

Pinks 

Pass Time 

SuperCars 1 SuperCars 

My Classic Car 

94 SCORE 410 403 

(7:15) WWE Monday Night Raw 

(9:15) Score Toni 

ight 

WWE Monday Nic 

jht Raw 

cable variety family 

9 EDACC 267 351 

Arts & Minds ~Arts & Minds Stargate Atlantis 

Sarah Connor Chronicles 

Two/Half Men 

Samantha Who 

Arts & Minds 

14 YTV 552 543 

Merry Christmas, Drake & Josh (2008, Comedy) Drake Bell. 

Scrooged ★★★ (1988, Comedy) Bill Murray. 

Mystery Hnt. 

17 TREE 553 546 

Max & Ruby Miss Spider 

Comfy Couch 

Rolie Polie Olie 

Daniel Cook 

Babar 

Backyardigans 

Dora-Explorer 

Go, Diego, Go! 

42 TOON 555 545 

The Nuttiest Nutcracker 

Santa Claus 

Bugs Bunny & Tweety Show 

Wayside 

Johnny Test 

Futurama 

American Dad 

45 FAM 557 541 

Zoey 101 

Life Derek 

Wizards-Place 

That’s-Raven Zack & Cody 

Natural-Sadie 

Han. Montana 

Life Derek 

Ned’s School 

- TVA 121 714 

TVA 18 heures 

Le Cercle (SC) 

Les Dernieres Vacances ★★ (2006, Comedie) Queen Latifah. 

Deux filles a Noel (N) 

TVA 22 heures 

18 CMT 575 583 

Reba 

Reba 

Hope & Faith 

Hope & Faith 

Gone Country Gone Country Home Improve. 

Reba 

25 A&E 615 520 

Intervention “Janet” (N) 

Manhunters 

Manhunters 

The First 48 (HDTV) 

Intervention “Tom” 

Intervention 

26 MMM 571 581 

Where You At 

Back In 

Don’t Forget the Lyrics! 

Don’t Forget the Lyrics! 

Party of Five 

Don’t Forget 

29 FOOD 603 561 

Good Eats 

Ace of Cakes 

Kitchen Nightmares 

Restaurant Makeover 

Challenge Luau menus. 

Good Eats 

31 SHOW 617 522 

Prime Suspect 7 

Love-Death Love-Death 

Painkiller Jane 

Kenny-Spenny Rent-A-Goalie 

Name Is Earl 

Intervention 

This show has struck a chord with 
viewers, who have kept it on the 
air for several seasons. Tonight, 
it starts a new one with the story 
of Janet, whose psychic scars 

32 DISC 520 505 

Dirty Jobs 

Canada’s Worst Driver 

Daily Planet 

Dirty Jobs 

Worst Driver 

33 SLICE 601 562 

Beautiful Party Mamas 

Tim Gunn’s Guide to Style 

ET Canada Matchmaker 

Tim Gunn’s Guide to Style 

Trading Sp 

34 W 602 567 

(6) The Road to Christmas 

Friends Will & Grace 

what’s cooking 

Under the Mistletoe (2006, Drama) 

35 TLC 521 560 

Jon & Kate Plus 8 (N) 

Wealth Hunters (HDTV) 

Little People Little People 

Jon & Kate Plus 8 

Wealth Hunters 

36 BRAVO 620 523 

White Boots Rumpelzwitter 

Dance Atlantic Dance With Me 

Law & Order 

Without a Trace 

Minus 

38 SPIKE 628 584 

CSI: Crime Scene Invstgtn. 

CSI: Crime Scene Invstgtn. 

1 Bet You Will MANswers 

CSI: NY “All Access” 

Trek: Voyager 

40 HIST 522 506 

Underworld Histories 

NCIS “Under Covers” 

Crime Stories 

Battle 360 

Dogfights 

from childhood sexual abuse and 
bullying drove her into an early 
marriage to a drug dealer... and 
her own drug and alcohol prob¬ 
lems. Today, her drinking is out of 
control. 7 PM on A&E 

Frosty the Snowman 

Jackie Vernon provides the voice 
of Frosty, the snowman. Frosty 
comes to life when a magician’s 
hat lands on his head. With the 
help of some children, he heads 
for the North Pole before he 
melts. But he is pursued by the 
magician, who wants his hat 
back. 8:30 PM on CBXT 

41 COM 626 547 

Laughs Comedy Now 

Air Farce Just for Laughs Corner Gas 

The Simpsons South Park 

Jeff Dunham 

43 SPACE 627 528 

Ultimate Super Heroes-Villains 

Eureka 

Stargate SG-1 

Lost 

Deep Space 9 

44 WPCH 294 650 

(6) A Walk to Remember 

Cheers Seinfeld 

Family Guy Family Guy 

\A Walk to Remember ★★ (2002, Romance) 

46 OLN 411 457 

Mantracker 

Departures “Thailand” 

Pilot Guides 

Don’t Forget Your Passport 

Pilot Guides 

48 TROP 619 525 

News Show News Show 

1 TV Made, Do It 1 Very Bad Men 

What Happen? 

Make or Break TV Made, Do It 

Planet Soap 

50 STAR 621 527 

Scream Queens 

The Tonight Show-Jay Leno 

[TMZ 

Hollywood 

The View (HDTV) 

Scream 

52 HGTV 600 564 

Property Virgin Marriage 

Income Prop. 

House Hunters 

Holmes on Homes 

Property Virgin Marriage 

Income Prop. 

65 TLN 700 800 

Distretto Di Polizia 

Raymond 

Raymond 

George Lopez George Lopez 

The Sopranos (SS) 

David Rocco 

92 APTN 269 350 

MYTV Hip hop. The Mix 

La Voix Mechif 

Metcom 

Nedaa: Your Eye on the Yukon 

Suaangan Sharing Circle 

Cowboy C’try 

93 VISION 261 394 

I’ll Be Home for Christmas ★ (1998, Comedy) 

Origins of Christmas 

111 Be Home for Christmas ★ (1998) 

100 MTV 581 566 

Super Sweet The Hills 

The Hills 

After Show 

MTV Live | MTV News 

A Double Shot of Love 

The Hills 

101 MM 570 580 

MuchTopTens 

On Set: T.l. 

The NewMusic 

MuchVibe 

Live in the Lot: Fall Out Boy 

MuchOnDem 

102 CPAC 512 396 

(6:30) Headline Politics 

Revue 

Question Period 

Prime.-Politics Headline Politics 

103 VIVA 526 507 

The West Wing 

Truth, Duty, Valour 

Mediums 

In Dreams 

Judging Amy 

Commander 

105 TV5 145 761 

(6) Des racines et des ailes 

Partir autre 

Expression 

Journal TV5 

Gala Ni putes ni soumises 

C’est di 

106 RDI 126 730 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

RDI en direct 

Le National 

Le Telejournal (SC) Le Journal RDI Le National 
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Rashad speaking for Jenny Craig 

Phylicia Rashad, who is best know for her role as Clair Huxtable on The Cosby Show, is 
the latest actress to be tapped as a spokeswoman for Jenny Craig, people.com 


Tara’s in rehab 


health Actress Tara Reid is 
in rehab, People.com re¬ 
ports. 

“Tara Reid has checked 
herself into Promises 
Treatment Center. We ap¬ 
preciate your respect to 
her and her family’s priva¬ 
cy at this time,” the ac¬ 
tress’ rep Jack Ket- 
soyan told People. 

Ketsoyan would 
not reveal what 
Reid, 33, is being 
treated for. 

A friend of 
Reid says she 
headed to the 
treatment facil¬ 
ity on Tues¬ 
day. 

“Her 
friends 
and fami 
ly are sup¬ 
portive of 
her de¬ 



cision,” said the friend. 
“She checked in herself — 
it was her decision.” 

It is unclear if Reid will 
spend the holidays at 
Promises. 

In an interview in Octo¬ 
ber, Reid told People she 
was a “social drinker” 
who enjoyed an occa¬ 
sional glass of wine 
with friends. 

Asked if she 
was ever 
tempted to fall 
back into old 
habits, Reid said: 
“No. I’ve done it. 
Trust me. I’ve 
done enough for 
a lifetime of 
every¬ 
thing.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Carey’s video 'perfect* proposal 


engagement Pop star Mari- 
ah Carey forced her hus¬ 
band Nick Cannon to pro¬ 
pose twice so she could cap¬ 
ture the “perfect moment” 
on film, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

Carey made her Cannon 
get down on one knee 
again, a day after his initial 
surprise proposal. 

“The next day, he 
took me on a heli¬ 
copter ride 
around the Em¬ 
pire State 
Building,” 
says. “He got i 
down on one 
knee and, 
proposed 
again 



someone was filming us 
this time because I decided 
I wanted a record of this 
perfect moment.” 

The recording came as a 
change of heart for the star, 
who had initially decided to 
keep the intimate moment 
private. When she first dis¬ 
covered the 15-carat dia¬ 
mond ring hidden in a can¬ 
dy wrapper, she ran to turn 
off a video camera so she 
could secretly celebrate. 
“I feel like everything 
in my life is always on 
film and I wanted this 
moment to be private. 
And I was so happy 
that I cried,” Carey 
says. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Dane dismisses Knight rumours 


television Grey’s Anato 
my star Eric Dane has 
blasted reports T.R. 
Knight has quit the 
show, insisting he is 
still shooting 
scenes, imdb.com 


reports. Rumours have cir¬ 
culated that Knight is to 
leave the medical drama, 
but Dane is adamant he’s 
heard nothing from 
producers. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Kanye the intern? 


fashion Kanye West is to 
embark on a fashion in¬ 
ternship in London, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

The rapper is reportedly 
so determined to carve out 
a successful career design¬ 
ing clothes he is willing to 
start from the bottom and 
has been writing to fash¬ 
ion houses in Europe — in¬ 
cluding Louis Vuitton 
on London’s Bond 
Street — asking for 
experience. 

“I’m going to go 
and take an intern¬ 
ship and just do / 
something that’s [M 
like completely « 
normal, and just^ 
rap at the week- 
ends or snme-'B 


_ 



thing,” West says. 

Designer Raf Simons 
confirmed West had ap¬ 
proached him about an in¬ 
ternship, but admitted he 
was unsure whether to 
take him on. 

“I was blown away from 
the planet when he told 
me. I know he’s veiy seri¬ 
ous about this ... But how 
can I imagine him being 
my intern? It’s a very ex¬ 
treme situation,” Simons 


says. 


West is working on 
his Pastelle 
L clothing line, 
i which is set to 
ldebut next 
I year. 

METRO NEWS 



Federline praises Spears 


parenting Kevin Federline 
has praised his ex-wife 
Britney Spears’ parenting 
skills, insisting the singer 
is a “great” mom, female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

Federline split from the 
pop star in 2006, and was 
awarded custody of 
their children Sean 
Preston, 3, and Jay- 
den James, 2. But de¬ 
spite their acrimo¬ 
nious breakup 
and Spears’ f 
public melt¬ 
down, Feder¬ 
line insists 
the Spears is 
a brilliant 
mother. 




“I haven’t been around 
her too much in the last 
couple of years but other 
than that, she’s a great 
mother. Really hands-on 
with the kids,” he tells Hel¬ 
lo magazine. 

“She spends a lot of time 
with them. She loves to 
play with them a lot. She 
really cares about them 
and I know they’re a big 
piece of her life. I’m hap¬ 
py that they get to 
spend time with 
their mother. I 
wouldn’t have 
{ it any other 
way.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Walsh’s whirlwind romance over 



divorce Actress Kate Walsh 
and her husband, Alex 
Young, are divorcing, 
imdb.com reports. 

According to court pa¬ 
pers obtained by People, 
Young, 37, petitioned for 
a divorce, citing irrec¬ 
oncilable differences in 
his Nov. 22 filing. 

“The couple re¬ 
main on friendly" 
terms and sincere¬ 



ly hope the media will re¬ 
spect their privacy during 
this difficult time,” the pair 
said in a statement. 

The Private Practice 
star, 41, wed Young, a 
production co-president 
at 20th Century Fox, on 
Sept. 1, 2007, after be¬ 
coming engaged in 
May. 

L METRO NEWS 



Gwyn, Chris’ marriage ‘safe’ 


marriage Actress Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Chris Martin’s 
marriage is safe and 
strong, according to the 
Oscar winner’s close pal, 
chef Mario Batali, 
imdb.com reports. 

Paltrow has been spotted 
partying in the U.S. with 
her pop star friend Madon¬ 
na, while Martin tours the 
U.K. with his band Cold- 
play, prompting ru¬ 
mours their five- 
year marriage is 
in trouble. 

Reports last 
week even sug¬ 
gested the couple 
planned to spend 
Christmas togeth¬ 
er in London in a 
bid to save their 
relationship. 

But Batali, who 
shot a TV cookery 
show with Paltrow 


in Spain this summer, in¬ 
sists there’s no truth to the 
rumours. 

“Not true. I see them all 
the time. I don’t think 
they’re having problems,” 
he tells 01c! magazine. 
Batali adds the pair’s kids, 
Apple and Moses, help to 
keep their marriage 
strong. 

“If you meet their kids, 
^ their kids are cool,” he 
“Their kids have 
the fascination with 
new and open-eyed 
experiences. 
They’re delightful. 
Which means 
k they’re being 
i taken care of 
l at home by 
1 their parents. 
\ That’s the 
| key.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Johansson refutes quotes 


people Fans might have 
guessed that Ryan 
Reynolds had a romantic 
side, but not because his 
wife Scarlett Johansson 
said so, E! News Online re¬ 
ports. 

A rep for the star has 
lashed out at Cosmopoli¬ 
tan’s U.K. edition, calling 
its January cover story on 
Johansson an “obvious at¬ 
tempt ... to gain mone¬ 
tarily by misinform¬ 
ing their readers. 

Not only were 
marriage-r elate d 
quotations attrib¬ 
uted to Johansson 
“wholly fabricat-/ 
ed,” but Johans¬ 
son “has at no 
point granted 
U.K. Cosmopoli¬ 
tan an interview, 



and she has never dis¬ 
cussed her personal rela¬ 
tionships with the publica¬ 
tion,” her rep said in a 
statement. 

So where did the quotes 
come from? 

Not Johansson, accord¬ 
ing to her camp. 

“Ms. Johansson, who 
goes to great lengths to 
preserve an authentic rep¬ 
resentation of herself 
with respect to her fans 
and the media, is disap¬ 
pointed to see a seem¬ 
ingly reputable publica¬ 
tion inexplicably pub¬ 
lish a work of fiction at 
her expense,” the 
statement continued. 

Legal action will be 
taken, her rep prom¬ 
ised. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Gossip Girl stars engaged, report says 

relationships Gossip Girl A source close to the 
star Leighton Meester 
and her beau, Sebast¬ 
ian Stan, are taking 
the next step, Page- 
Six.com reports. 


source ciose 10 
starlet say the couple are 
engaged, and they made 
the announcement on 
their “secret” Faceboolc 

pages. METRO NEWSSERVICES 
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Today 


Flurries 

“’^• 3W ^-20 c / -26 c 



Tuesday 

Partly cloudy 

-11 c / -21 c 


Wednesday 

Sunny 

-17 c / -19 c 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

“My favorite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 
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Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 

1 Saxophone range 

32 Le Pew and Le Molco 

5 Nov. follower 

34 Convent dweller 

8 Impale 

35 Catherine — -Jones 

12 Benefit 

37 Quash 

13 “— Yankee Doodle 

39 Tokyo’s old name 

Dandy...” 

41 Actress Gilpin 

14 Ocean motion 

42 Straying 

15 Farmland measure 

45 Some hosiery 

16 Ross and backup 

49 Imagined 

18 Looseleaf-paper holder 

51 Press 

20 Lucky dice rolls 

52 Map 

21 Prison, in Portsmouth 

53 Past 

23 Shriner’s cap 

54 One billionth (Pref.) 

24 2007 comedy movie 

55 Longings 

28 Naiy a soul 

56 Director Howard 

31 — out a living 

57 Radiate 


Crossword down 

1 Common rhyme scheme 

27 Trust 

2 Places 

29 Greek consonants 

3 Undecided 

30 Navy rank (Abbr.) 

4 Nervous 

33 Agile 

5 Strips 

36 Tweaks 

6 Ostrich’s cousin 

38 Angering 

7 Uppercase 

40 Yolco of music 

8 Spielberg or Bochco 

42 Catch sight of 

9 Eastern or Pacific, e.g. 

43 Hold the scepter 

10 Mideast gulf 

44 Despot 

11 Harry’s first lady 

46 Exam format 

17 Ump 

47 Admonition to Nanette 

19 O.K. Corral VIP 

48 Winter forecast 

22 Drink, as a puppy might 

50 Id counterpart 

24 “— you!” 


25 Guitar’s island kin 


26 Barrie boy 



PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 


Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 
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Raspberry Chicken 
Breasts 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 tbsp (25 mL) olive oil 
4 skinless, boneless chicken 
breast halves (about 11/2 
pounds/750 g) 

2 tbsp (25 mL) flour 
4 scallions, thinly sliced 
4 tsp (20 mL) sugar 
1/3 cup (75 mL) raspberry vine¬ 
gar or red wine vinegar 
3/4 cup (175 mL) chicken broth 
1/2 tsp (2 mL) dried tarragon 
1/2 tsp (2 mL) salt 
11/2 tsp (7 mL) cornstarch 
blended with 1 tbsp (15 mL) 
water 

1/2 pint (550 mL) raspberries 

METHOD: 

1. In large skillet, heat oil 
over medium heat. Dredge 
chicken in flour, shaking off 
excess. Add chicken to pan 
and saute 4 minutes per side 
or until golden brown. With 
slotted spoon, transfer 
chicken to plate. 

2. Add scallions to pan and 


cook 1 minute or until soft. 
Add sugar and cook 4 min¬ 
utes or until sugar has melt¬ 
ed and is amber in colour. 
Add vinegar and bring to a 
boil. 

3. Add broth, tarragon and 
salt, and bring to a boil. Re¬ 
turn chicken to pan, reduce 
to simmer, cover and cook 5 
minutes or until chicken is 
cooked through. 

4. Transfer chicken to dinner 
plates. Return sauce to a 
boil, whisk in cornstarch 
mixture and cook, stirring 
constantly, 1 minute or until 
sauce is slightly thickened. 
Stir in raspberries. Spoon 
sauce over chicken. 

SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

A banking issue unnerves a 
leader. Someone will spare 
your feelings. Don’t protect 
yourself from reality. 



LIBRA /£\ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

A plucky woman uncovers hid¬ 
den pleasures. Take your time 
while running errands. A cre¬ 
ative associate challenges your 
intelligence. 


TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


An optimistic person will give 
you hope. Your sincere com¬ 
mitment will impress a de¬ 
manding man. Give your self¬ 
esteem a pep talk. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 



Have a good excuse handy if 
you’re accused of being tricky. 
A dream makes you feel vague 
and unmotivated. Waste some 
time with fools. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



It’s a good time for unusual so¬ 
lutions. An amusing person 
wants to meet you. A manager 
wants you to help to stabilize a 
situation. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 


You can value the advice of¬ 
fered by a rude person. Take 
steps to secure your financial 
position. A matter must be 
dealt with now. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Don’t reveal your identity to a 
mistrustful cyber-pal. A comi¬ 
cal man chuckles when you 
chat. Someone rejects your 
wise advice. 


SCORPIO /C\ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

A big-hearted man doesn’t 
want to intimidate you. Being 
in the wrong place leads you to 
a troubled person. A crook tries 
to cheat someone. 


SAGITTARIUS iOv 

NOV 23-DEC 21 VC]/ 

A gossip queen gives an invita¬ 
tion. Reward yourself for your 
charitable acts. Trust your in¬ 
stincts with fascinating infor¬ 
mation. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

Love and money won’t come 
easily. A friend struggles with a 
decision. There’ll be laughter 
when you go in the wrong di¬ 
rection. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Refuse to argue with a dishon¬ 
est person. Be sensitive to a bul¬ 
ly’s anxious state. A brilliant 
person will share a heavenly 
experience. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

There’s anger due to an older 
person’s deception. Be more 
aware of emotional undercur¬ 
rents in public. Don’t go on a 
blind date yet. 
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Casual • Work Wear • Footwear 
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ANNUAL 
WINTER SALE 
NOW ON! 

10127 - 124 St, Edmonton 
780-488-7277 
Hours: Mon-Fri. 10-5:30 
Thurs. 10-8, Sat. 10-5 


www.tkclothing.ca 




























































































































































































































